
DFG News Release 

Public Scoping Meetings Held to Receive Comments on Suction Dredge Permitting 
Program 

November 2, 2009 

Contact:  
Mark Stopher, Environmental Program Manager, 530.225.2275 
Jordan Traverso, Deputy Director, Office of Communications, Education and Outreach, 
916.654.9937 

The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) is holding public scoping meetings for input on its suction 
dredge permitting program. Three meetings will provide an opportunity for the public, interested groups, 
and local, state and federal agencies to comment on potential issues or concerns with the program. 
The outcome of the scoping meetings and the public comment period following the scoping meetings 
will help shape what is studied in the Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR). 

A court order requires DFG to conduct an environmental review of the program under the California 
Environmental Quality Act. DFG is currently prohibited from issuing suction dredge permits under the 
order issued July 9. In addition, as of August 6, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger's signing of SB 670 
(Wiggins) places a moratorium on all California instream suction dredge mining or the use of any such 
equipment in any California river, stream or lake, regardless of whether the operator has an existing 
permit issued by DFG. The moratorium will remain in effect until DFG completes the environmental 
review of its permitting program and makes any necessary updates to the existing regulations. 

The scoping meetings will be held in Fresno, Sacramento and Redding. Members of the public can 
provide comments in person at any of the following locations and times: 

Fresno: Monday, Nov. 16, 5 p.m. 
California Retired Teachers Association Building 
3930 E. Saginaw Way 
Fresno, CA 93726 
 
Sacramento: Tuesday, Nov. 17, 5 p.m. 
City of West Sacramento Galleria 
1110 West Capitol Ave. 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
 
Redding: Wednesday, Nov. 18, 5 p.m. 
Shasta Senior Nutrition Program Center 
100 Mercy Oaks Drive 
Redding, CA  96003 
 
Written comments must be postmarked by December 3, 2009 and may be submitted, either by e-mail 
to dfgsuctiondredge@dfg.ca.gov or by regular mail to: 
 
Mark Stopher 
California Department of Fish and Game  
601 Locust Street 
Redding, CA 96001 

For more information about these meetings, the suction dredge program or to view the Initial Study and 
supporting documents, please visit http://www.dfg.ca.gov/suctiondredge/. 
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Silicon Valley Community Newspapers 
Snow Goose Productions 
Sonoma Index Tribune 
Sonoma Valley Sun Newspapers 
Sonoma West Times and News 
South County Newspapers 
Southern California InFocus 
Southern California Life After 50 
Sports Afield Magazine 
SportsTravel 
Stockton Record 
Stockton Record 
Stratosphere 
Sun Post News 
Sun-Reporter Publishing Company 
Tahoe World 
Tehachapi News 
The Almanac 
The Kyocharo News 
The Leader 
The Log - San Diego Edition 
The Mission News Group 
The Monterey County Herald 
The Orange County Register 
The Outdoor Channel 
The Pasadena/San Gabriel Valley Journal 
The Quarterly Magazine 
The Record-Gazette 
The Reporter 
The Tavis Smiley Show 
These Days 
This Week In Northern California 

Tiburon Ark 
Tidings 
Times Media Inc. 
Times Publishing Group 
To The Point 
Today In L.A.-KNBC 
Toffa International 
Town Crier 
Tracy Press 
Trailer Boats 
Trailer Boats 
Tri-City Voice 
Tulare Advance-Register 
Vacaville Reporter 
Vallejo Times-Herald 
Valley Community Newspapers 
Valley News Group 
Valley Post 
Valley Springs News 
Valley Voice 
Valley Wide Newspapers 
Vanishing Landscapes 
Vegetarian Times 
Ventura Breeze 
Vida En El Valle 
Viet Bao Daily News 
Vietnam - The Daily News 
Vietnam Liberty News 
Visalia Times-Delta 
Visitacion Valley Grapevine 
Vista L.A. 
Walnut Creek Journal 
Watercraft World 
Weekly Calistogan 
West Coast Jewish News 
West County Times 
Western Outdoor News 
Westminster Herald 
Wheatland Citizen 
Which Way 
Whittier Daily News 
Wild Bird 
Winters Express 
Woodland Daily Democrat 
XETV-TV 6/San Diego 
XHAS-TV 99/San Diego 
XLTN-FM 
Yelp & Yosemite Sun Newspapers 
Your Call 
YubaNet.com 
YubaNet.com 

 




